'Your Fast Fun Guide
to Reading Thai

T his book explains the elegant
Thai writing system by using
large letters, color, many fonts, and
easy to read tone marks and charts.
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7“ mai “My! My! You look fabulous.”
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Includes 300 word dictionary

Plus numbers, colors, months, days, food...
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“The use of color to simplify the -
writing system is brilliant.”

"Beautifullg designed.”

“Easy to understand.” 7
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About this book

his book uses color to simplify the Thai writing system.

It brings this elegant system to life by using convenient
charts, simple explanations, and big Thai letters.

This book uses big Thai letters.

":j':\" [
{ : yai

o« ;.

This book uses many Thai fonts.

Here are six fontastic flavors of ai-sa-griim.
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This book groups the letters by shape.

A N F
J1 T
2%y 4

First, you'll learn the more common letters.
21
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Later, you'll learn the letters used less often.
These often have more complex shapes.
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Using this book

First, read the book from beginning to end. Then follow
the five steps below. Work on steps 1,2, and 3 together,
but study pages 35 to 52, steps 2 & 3, in sequence.

| Learn the shapes PAGE 11
Draw the letters really BIG
Trace them over and over
Speak when you write

2 Learn about the sounds PAGE 35
Initial, medial, & final sounds
Long and short vowels

3 Learn about tone PAGE 44
Red, gold, or black
Use the tone chart

4 Begin reading PAGE 53
Find the syllable borders
See the tone in the spelling
Read some common words

5 Learn to see the sound of Thai

When you see a word for the very first time,
and you know its sound, you're reading.

T‘/\ua@"gv yin-dii-duai

CONGRATULATIONS
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Thai sounds like...

his book uses the letters of the English alphabet to spell
out the approximate sounds of Thai. Ask a Thai person
to tell you the real sounds.

The basic vowel sounds, sound like the vowels in:

i eel # yurt u  oops
e egg 9 up o old
€ at a ah o awl

The twenty consonant sounds:

b  bees j  jolly p pines
ch chasing k  kings r rolled %
d desert 1 like s south

f flowers m merry t toward

g get# n nobles w  wild

h  hot ng singing y yucca

bp betweenaband ap as in spear %
dt between adand atas in steer %

# g, j, dt, bp — these red consonants are:
unaspirated — no puff of air from your lips
and unvoiced — no sound in your throat

%% r — rolled like the Spanish rr
It often sounds like 1, and it’s often omitted.



On Drawing PAGE 12

Draw large letters.

Retrace your letters.
Draw a letter; right on
top of it, draw it again.
Do this over and over.
It’s easy, it’s fun, and it
saves a lot of paper.

Consonants PAGE 14

Consonants are either
red, gold, or black.
While you're learning
the letters, learn their
color. You'll need the
color to find the tone.

Vowels PAGE 32

These sixteen simple
shapes combine to
form the Thai vowels.
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Drawing Thai

hai children learn to write a formal boxy style. Some adults
insist it’s the only way to write, but most adults write with
a cursive style like the letter on the right.

A U

Learn to read this letter
Very easy to read
Hard to write

Learn to write this letter
Easy to read
Easy to write

Learn by drawing

Draw each letter over and over, right on top of itself. Begin
slowly, and gradually build speed until you can draw them
in one smooth graceful motion.

Feel the shape and bounce, the loops and curves.
Speak the sound. See the color.
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he next section presents the letters grouped by shape.
These groups help you see how similar letters differ.

Use the large graceful cursive
letters, like the one on the left,
as your handwriting models.

The next section introduces the

letters with a brief description

of how to draw the large cursive

model. It also shows each letter

in four distinct fonts. Compare
these fonts to learn the essential
features of each letter.

Retrace your letters

Draw your first letter. You'll probably think it looks ugly
and awkward. Draw it a second time right on top of your
first attempt. This second letter will be equally ungainly,
but you'll notice it less, now
that your letter is double.

Do this over and over.

By retracing, you let your
body feel the form of each
letter. Flaws soon disappear
as your letters gain weight,
substance, and an elegant
flowing grace.

Retracing will also help
your handwriting look
less and less childlike.

13
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SQUARES with closing tops

ABOVE Hook, go down, bounce up forming a “V”
bend around, and go straight down

SQUARES with open tops

ABOVE Hook, go down, loop around, go down
to the right, and bounce straight up

)

W

BeLow Hook, go down, bounce up forming a “V”

BELOW Hook, go down, bounce to the right, :
make a reverse loop, and go straight down

loop around and go straight up
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BASKETS with flat bottoms
ABOVE Wide and straight sided with a flat base
BELOW Extend the final up in a high flourish
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BASKETS with round bottoms

ABOVE Narrow and straight sided, open on top
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BELOow Bulging around the hips and closed on top
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DOMES starting counter-clockwise DOMES starting clockwise

.
NSL

ABOVE Hook, go down, bounce up, and go over the top

-
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ABOVE A wide continuous spiral

BELOW As ABOVE — the final flag can be a second stroke BELOW A spiral with a dent in the dome
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T oo win
J 01

HOODS counter-clockwise, starting low
ABOVE Hook, and go up & over to form the hood

BELOW As ABOVE — then run the flag back off the top

U oo
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HOODS counter-clockwise, starting high
ABOVE A gentle spiral

BELOW Bounce down twice, bend around, and
go straight up, staying open at the top

y2o yak ﬂ
Jg d I

21
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HOODS clockwise, one leg

ABOVE Hook, go straight down, bend around,
and go up & over to form the hood

HOODS clockwise, two legs

ABOVE Hook, go straight up, bend around, go down,
around, and up & over to form the hood
BELOW Hook, go straight down, bend around,

BELOW As ABOVE — easy ‘s’ curves ending in a flag and go up to the left

ngod nguu Q

oy " 23




popaan N
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PEAKS & VALLEYS, hook on the inside

ABOVE The middle peak stays low

PEAKS & VALLEYS, hook on the outside
ABOVE The middle peak reaches high

BELOW As ABOVE — extend the final to form a flag BELOW As ABOVE — extend the final to form a flag

win W
d w ol

A
i daa
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ﬂ g2o gai
nNni

HENS counter-clockwise

ABOVE No beginning hook — go straight up, turn
at the beak, and bounce down the back

BeLow Hook, curve up to the beak, and bounce

down the back

26
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HENS clockwise

ABOVE A two part letter, draw the big part first

BELOW Hook, ‘s’ up to the beak, and bounce down
the back

2 7
30 tung

27



ABOVE Flat bottom and straight sides, can be

ABOVE Hook, go down, bounce to the right, :
written with one or two strokes

loop around, and go up & over the top

BELOW A gentle spiral with a large loop at the top BELOW The central peak reaches high

15> U-laa W
W W

a hao nrc;k-ha'uk

Jd OH
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Less Frequent
Consonants : :

1
Begin the first stroke at 1 t33 00
and a second stroke at 2 tong 500
o
\‘:‘ —
N
72 N
/'/ \
1 | ;
1 | L
\ y P
i A5 o t:)/o‘ 120
—_ ! : X mon-too
Cha-daa bpa-dtak _ 8 248 aan
‘ oV
/ 4 | N /'I
1
1 1
20 koo
N N
nso ch puu-tao E—kang
neen chas

30 31



Vowel Shapes
p Write 10 GlOTO LO b O before the consonant.

[

b G

[+
Write Og 0'] O’] after the consonant.

01

‘ N [ rite the vowels with these shapes. They're used
alone and in combination to form the vowels.

Begin the first stroke at 1
and a second stroke at 2

al A AL W

a o
Write O O O O OO O over the consonant.
~ <
O < (N
1
Write Q Oq under the consonant.

yu oo

32 33




Vowels PAGE 36

Thai has nine basic vowel
sounds. They can be long
or short, and combined to
form compound vowels.

Consonants PAGE 42

The 42 Thai consonants
have 20 initial sounds but
only 6 final sounds.

Tone PAGE 44

The Tone Chart creates a
visual image of Thai tone.

Clusters PAGE 48

Thai has 1S5 real clusters, a
few fakes, plus the red and
gold tone clusters.

Symbols PAGE 50

These alter sounds, repeat
words, shorten words, etc.
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Vowel Sounds

he Thai vowels are written around the consonant. Most
vowels have one or two parts; a few have three or four.

Where do all the vowels go?

Vowels go above, below, before, and after the consonant.

This symbol (O shows where the consonant is written.

Al
The three parts of this vowel: LO ] sa

&

78
A\
A}

surround this consonant: S~

Al
when forming this word: b N ?.] sua
TIGER

Thai vowels can be long or short.

The rhythm of spoken Thai comes from its long and
short vowels. The long ii and short i have the same
basic sound, but the long ii sound is stretched out.

with a double letter:

Short vowels are romanized

Long vowels are romanized 6‘
e
with a single letter: O

36

1
<

Sounds LONG SHORT
like the VOWELS VOWELS
vowel in

2 | = 01 | . 0%
w | w10 - 10¥
00ze uu 0 u

. Q

=l r—N

eel i O i O
Al p=d

0]

e | -wa OB .
avi » 08 » b0
wea | -2 bOB » t0de
cse ee bO . b0
at e bbO - b0o

See the complete Vowel Chart INSIDE THE BACK COVER

37
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Initial-medial-final Abbreviated Vowels

hree short vowel sounds have abbreviated forms. This

S] ou must know if a sound is initial, medial, or final. Is
simplification helps give Thai an easy to read elegance.

the sound at the beginning, middle, or end of a syllable?
You need to know this to begin reading,

00 -0- Short medial ~o-

This unwritten vowel sound occurs between

The dashes show how the sounds are used.

Sounds before the dash — always initial X~ two consonants in the same syllable.
Sounds between dashes — always medial ~X~ ' = .
Sounds after the dash — always final ~X AU lleoRl.‘}ON AN P iMEN)
Sounds with no dash — medial or final X

C’O -a  Short final -a
This unwritten vowel sound occurs between
two consonants in two different syllables.

AU sbaai PIATA dimsia

Initial, medial, and final refer to the position of the sound,
not the letter. Vowels—or a part of the vowel—are often
written in front of the initial consonant.

In j-ai, j-e-p, and j-a-n the Q is the initial consonant.

& FEEL GOOD MARKET
1@ jai bl j'e'f) ATU jan v
- o T 0O -a- short medial -a-
@ This vowel sound is written with a mark that

(-7}
These marks O Oa shorten some long vowels, straddles the initial and final consonants.

[V 'Y ‘
'Jﬂ wat J ‘L! chan

TEMPLE I [WOMEN]

This long vowel bO ee has these short forms:

13
Short medial vowel: L\JO ~-e~

Short final vowel: 0 -

38 39




Compound Vowels Vowel Practice

his chart arranges the nine basic vowel sounds according
to where they're produced in the mouth.

ompound vowels blend two or three simple vowel sounds.
Ninety percent of the compound vowels are always final.

Practice these sounds with a Thai speaker.

Go from front to back and top to bottom. Practice until
you get a good feel for how the vowels are pronounced.

The most common compound vowels
The complete Vowel Chart is inside the back cover.

o

This chart is designed for practice, so it doesn’t spell
O’] ~am This vowel includes a final ‘m’ sound.

out the sounds. They're spelled out on PAGE 9.

Make these vowel

I Sourflds in this lilal't — Front Center Back
0 ~ai  This final vowel sound is written = youi' RS g -
in front of the consonant. Top O 0 a O .
This long oo sound I 0 Y Z
be medial 1.
can be medial or fina. 00 Middle L O I» Oa T 0 é
1
‘LO ~ai  Only twenty Thai words use this vowel, but &
they’re common words, so you'll see it a lot. Bottom u’ O 0’] O a
LO’] ~ao0 Don't confuse this with LO’]: - a <A
Top 0 0 q 2
o
P e . Y Y T Y 5
Middle 10 L0 Os 5
LOEJ ia LOB #a These two compound vowels 2
can be medial or final. The other u
compound vowels are all finals. Bottom ll 0 3 0] 3 L 0] ’] 3 2

40 41




Consonant Sounds

he chart on the next page shows the consonants in

alphabetical order — left to right, top to bottom.

The columns show the Thai tone groups.

The initial consonant color determines tone. You must
know if the initial consonant is red, ¢old, or black.

The rows show where the sounds are made.
g k ng — back of mouth
j ch s y— between tongue and roof of mouth
d dt t n — tongue touching roof of mouth
b bp p f m — lips and front teeth
ng y n m r 1 w— nasal consonants

A consonant’s initial and final sound can differ.

Initial sounds: X~ Final sounds: ~x

g P b- ~k
N U gop U N vox
FROG LAND

ﬂ has no sound as a consonant.

AU &

READ

Syllables that start with
a vowel sound, use B as
a silent #nitial consonant.

42

N, U. A A

Qj_ 3 >ch- °?j ch- GZL_ m ch-

{]d- ﬂdt- "fi-‘t~ %t- mt—
ﬂd- ﬁdt- ‘i\‘t- Vlt- ﬁt-

U, U, &l
. |
N f- Wp— Nf- ﬂp-

Initial sounds~

~ Final sounds ——

43

-ng
-t n‘-,l y- -n
!
|
~t m n- | -n
~t u n- ~-n
P
2| Ho |m]
AR
=
)
4 V. |
g
% a 1- -n
[
g .
-t
N
W, .
Nasal
ConsonantsJ
These final sounds
CONTINUE



About Tone

E very Thai word has a tone. This tone gives Thai its musical
quality. When the tone of a word changes, it’s meaning also
changes. It’s similar to English, where we use a rising tone to
ask, “Yes?” And we use a falling tone to answer, “Yes!”

The five Thai tones

[—- ris/i‘ng

9{ / ~ high
—  middle
b/\ low

TIME : \\* fallﬁlg

PITCH

Graphic tone marks < ™ = =

These marks are used with the romanized Thai. They show
the actual tone. Romanized syllables with a middle tone are
printed without a graphic tone mark. This mark = is used
only in the tone chart.

Thai tonemarks ' & e +

The tone marks used in written Thai don’t show the actual

tone, they only modify the spelling. Thai spelling usually
shows the correct pronunciation, including tone.

44

he color of the initial consonant determines the tone.

The color works in combination with the tone mark,
the final sound, and the vowel length. This Tone Chart
makes it easy to find the tone.

-— ) - CONTINUE
L B o T STOP

— e N 1 v r~
<~~~ o+~

About the Tone Chart

The top half is for syllables without Thai tone marks.
The bottom half is for syllables with Thai tone marks.

CONTINUE - the final sound continues onnnna
Syllables ending in: ~ng, ~n, ~-m
long vowels
compound vowels

STOP - the final sound stops short.
Syllables ending in: -k, ~t, -p
short vowels
Drawing the Thai tone marks
1

S S

lshen il lim5 Isiann

45



Tone Chart

his chart determines tone. The explanation is complex,
but the chart is super easy to use. Once you understand
the explanation, this chart is all you need to read Thai tone.

- = CONTINUE Without
- - N - STOP tone mark
— ~ 1 & r— With

~ < —~ o |+ tone mark

Step 1— Decide which half of the chart to use.
72 — Decide which row to use.

3 — Match the color of the initial consonant
to a graphic tone mark in that row.

| — For syllables without a Thai tone mark:

2 — If the final CONTINUES use the first row.

3 — If the initial consonant is red or black
It has a middle tone == <«

3 — If the initial consonant is ¢
It has a rising tone
2 — If the final STOPS use the second row.

3 — If the #nitial consonant is red or golc
It has a low tone ‘=

3 — If the ¢nitial consonant is black
With long vowels v¥™ it has a falling tone.
With short vowels 7" it has a high tone.

46
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| — For syllables with Thai tone marks:

2 —If it has this tone mark: ! use the third row

3 — If the initial consonant is red or cold
It has a low tone; ‘= ‘

3 — If the initial consonant is black
It has a falling tone:
2 — If it has this tone mark: &/ use the fourth row

3 — If the initial consonant is red or cold
It has a falling tone: *~

3 — If the initial consonant is black
It has a high tone:

2— These two tone marks are rare: 6v +

. o R
3 — They give red consonants a high or rising tone.

| — UM has no Thai tone mark UN <
So look in the top half of the chart. BIRD
2 — The final ~k stops.
So look in the second row — STOP

3 — The initial consonant 4 is black
So find the black graphic tone mark.

There are two black graphic tone marks.
A mark for long vowels vv™
A mark for short vowels &
-0~ is short — so WM has a high tone.

= . . v
1 & 2 — Look in the ¥ section. jJ"]u b
3 — The initial consonant 1J is red. HOUSE

¥ ~
So UIU has a falling tone.
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Clusters

lusters are pairs of consonants working as a single unit.
Real clusters are real, because both consonants contribute

to the sound. In other clusters, one consonant is silent.

Real Clusters
These function as single initial consonants. Here are all 15:

N3 29 AT A3 U9 N9
na 7a Aa  1a wa wWa
N 27 A2

The 1 consonant determines tone, and the 2™ one carries the tone marks.
Vowels go before & after the cluster, and above & below the 2™ consonant.

LAD g LS bpriso

SALT SOUR

Fake Clusters

When “Q forms what looks like a cluster, but it’s not a real
cluster, then it’s probably a fake cluster, and the “J is silent.

2349 jing 139 s

TO FINISH

48

Tone Clusters

he nasal consonants are in the far right column of the
Consonant Chart on page 43. Nasal consonants form
clusters with 91 and 2) to make the gold and red tones.

Gold Clusters
A syllable beginning with a nasal consonant can’t make a low

or rising tone. So these nasal consonants: 4 gy UHNH B IR
form clusters with 71 to make the low and rising tones.

The 1 is silent while giving the cluster its golden tone.

1 |
13»1 mai 11'2"“131 mai I‘xi&l mai

NOT NEW QUESTION

WORD
SJ’] maa ?/;u’] mala

COME DOG

Red Clusters

Thai has four words where ) forms a tone cluster with )
The £) remains silent while giving the cluster its red tone.

281 i DN yiing

DON'T A TYPE OF

28 o DYIN

BE AT WANT

49



Symbols

Silent letter marker 75U
Written above silent consonants

O Oa

Short vowel mark  [5/ Zm'@”
Shortens some medial vowel sounds
SEE PAGE 38

L

Abbreviation symbol  [znaiipy
Shortens long words, like the period in

Wed. Like the period, it's often omitted.

ﬂ?q LN grung—tc?ep

BANGKOK

o) Repeat indicator [sfn
Repeats the previous word

Q%Q jing
Q%le jing-jing

REALLY REAL

07 ™ cj Etcetera [U#nalng

Like ‘etc.” it means more of the same

It's pronounced: Qg &

50

Special Sounds

Consonants spoken twice

When two words are combined to form a new word, any new
double consonants become a single consonant, pronounced
twice - often with two different sounds. The sounds can merge.

(8l gnfinds BITHA i

FRUIT ORDINARY

Tone shift in words with this unwritten -a PAGE 39

When the Olo " And the 2
1%t consonant - consonant
is red or gold " JIO -a is black

The second syllable takes on the tone color of the first.

ﬁ|ﬂ'\ﬂ dia-laat )luu t-non

MARKET ROAD

The first syllable of these and other multi-syllable words
is often spoken with a middle tone.

This cluster V19 often sounds like S-

VI?’]E] saai ‘Vl?;ﬂ sut

SAND GET WORSE
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-1 Ou will likely begin reading before you have learned all the
consonants and vowels. This is natural. In your reading,

necessity will teach you the ones you've not learned. Written Thai has
no spaces between words. So one difficulty in learning to read Thai is

recognizing where the words begin and end. This is not always easy. It's
similar to finding syllable borders in words like replica and replace. Easy

if you know how, and tricky if you dont.
So relax. This daunting
task can push you to
looking forward and
backward among the
vowels and consonants
to see which sounds you
can fit together. We do this in

hard to read
we come across
do not | sece the a-n-t
imageof | | a nt sound.
image again in pl-ant and
eleph-ant and many other
places. By seeing a group of letters ) as ablend of
sounds, we move beyond the units of sound and
discover these rich visual images of the sounds we say.
Reading and reading and re-reading will help develop these rich visual
images. Reading involves recognizing entire words and phrases. When
you don’t recognize a word you must first decipher it by looking at each
letter. This is cumbersome and discouraging, but speed improves with
practice. So practice. Start reading the words and phases in this book.
Keep a personal list of new words and practice reading them. You will
learn them faster and improve your reading too.

any language with
text. Usually when
the letters a n ¢t we
sounds, we see an
We encounter this
p-ant and r-ant and

Begin Reading  pacE 54

These signals show where
syllables begin and end. » .

Seeing Tone PAGE 58

Learn these words with
their tones. Then you'll
begin to see Thai tone.

Practice Words  paGE 60 ‘

A 300 word dictionary plus

numbers, colors, months,

days, cooking methods, &
ingredients, Thai towns,

common signs, and the

names of the consonants. @

Font Folio PAGE 97

Find the details that make
each letter unique. Learn
to read the fonts used in
magazines and ads.




Begin Reading

hai is written in a long stream of letters. It has no spaces

between words. A space marks the end of a sentence or
phrase. To begin reading, you must find where the syllables
begin and end. Thai has many signals to help you do this.

101313

o~ d

The marks in the top row sit in ' Y

front of the initial consonant; the O 0
Q9

First look for marks that extend
beyond the tops & bottoms of
the consonants. These always
signal the initial consonant.

G’ QJ
()4 &
other marks sit above or below
the initial consonant. ﬂ
u

Next look for marks that always begin or end a syllable.

These vowel marks are always
in front of the initial consonant.
You'll see these often.

L0 B0

This mark o always ends the O V% oo

syllable. Lﬁ’” o L”‘B‘V
Ulaw bUBe

54

Then look for consonants that are always initial.
These five are never final. 3 A 3]
N3IUIATAING

navzanalana
N3729A3YUIHA

Clusters are always
at the beginning of
the syllable. PAGE 48

And then look for these vowels.

01 01 01
017 018 L0

This mark 1 always points
to the initial consonant.

These vowels are medial.
The two consonants 00
are always the initial and
final consonants.

U o a
00 00 DO
< @
buO bbUO
These two compound vowels

can be medial or final. All of

the other compound vowels
are always final.  PAGE 40

L8 LD
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Syllable Borders

! I "hese two pages have examples of how to find the syllable
borders. It uses information presented on pages 54 & 55.

Y - | lu
VAN A 5 di i
@ @ @ @ HELLO

These vowels and tone marks
sit above the initial consonant.

) ‘O J This unwritten final -a is
' ' found between two syllables
of the same word. PAGE 39

Y 'y,
@ Ol 'Ja The % straddles the

initial and final consonants.

The ' sits above
the initial consonant.

®
On
hO] ]

Tone marks sit above
the initial consonant.

®
O-
>
144

The tone of syllable @ shows the tone shift explained on page 51.
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BUATNINBIUN g s o
@ ® @ ® 6 ®

@ l Ol al’]u Tone marks sit above

the initial consonant.

® 01 AN The 1 points to the

initial consonant.

® Or] (f] The 1 points to the

initial consonant.

@ IO IV] 2 The 1 sticks up at the

beginning of the syllable.

® | ‘0 This begins a new word.
N It includes the unwritten
final =a  PAGE 39

® ‘0 uﬂ The q sits under

q 1 the initial consonant.

The tone of syllable ® shows the tone shift explained on page S1.
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Seeing Tone

se these words as tone models. They’ll help you see tone.

Words spelled like the model will have the same tone. So
once you know that 717 wure has a rising tone, you'll know
that 5113 nwee also has a rising tone.

61Q jai “ ’]q kaao ﬂu kon

HEART WHITE PERSON
[l
e, - ~
ﬂ bpit t ﬂ tuuk Ej’]ﬂ yaak
OFF U CHEAP DIFFICULT

4R &

SMALL

Tng  Ta Tia

CHICKEN EGG NO
1 ' 4 4
N, | ~ —~
9 daai ']'3 kaao dﬁ’]q chaang
ABLE TO RICE ELEPHANT

Nasal consonants form clusters with
They form these clusters to gain its golden tone. PAGE 49

I N i : E.!ﬂ yut

QUESTION WORD STOP

‘L &iméi Iﬁ mai

NEW BURNT

58

Looking at the Tone Chart

Notice how the red & gold
tones are usually the same — except the golden CONTINUOUS
when it forms the rising tone.

/ —— CONTINUE
N - STOP

Notice how
the low tones
are grouped

I

together. ~ : o g
B Y |+ A
Notice the falling These Thai tone
tones at the bottom marks are rare.
and near the center. You'll see them

in nicknames,

recent imports,
and words that
imitate sounds.

The two middle lines of the Tone Chart are almost the same.
Except for the black consonants, which shift tone between
the long and short vowels in a very natural way:

In Thai the falling tone starts high and then falls. So when
a syllable has a short vowel and a falling tone, it will stay high
because it doesn’t have enough time to fall.
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Reading Practice

O nce you learn the Thai consonants and vowels, start
reading these 300 common words. The red and |
consonants are in color, but only when they're initial. You
could also use this list as a tiny English-Thai dictionary.

Practice by reading the Thai words.
1. Speak each word — with the tone.
2. Read a page and immediately read it again.
3. Use each word in a sentence or phrase.

4. Learn to recognize the whole word.

Practice by writing the Thai words.
Writing the words helps you learn them.
1. Look at the English and write the Thai.
2. Speak each word while you write it.

Every Thai word has tone.

Speaking Thai can feel a lot like singing. So if you're
not singing, you’re probably not speaking Thai.

Always know the tone.

Always know the tone. Know it when you speak, and
know it when you read, and know it when you write.

By always knowing the tone, the tone becomes natural.
It becomes a part of the word. So when you see a word,

you can hear its tone.
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~
dtrong-kaam
ACROSS FROM

|
dtoon-baai
AFTERNOON

()
aa-gaat
AIR

~ '
kraang-bin
AIRPLANE

| 1. 5
sa-naam-bin
AIRPORT

s
groot
ANGRY

7
keen
ARM

2
maa-tang
ARRIVE

| )
lap
ASLEEP
| )
dtaun
AWAKE
|
op
BAKED

~.
gluai
BANANA

A597Y
fOULNY
21NA
LA3DNTY
UINDUY
1ns5
LU
U9
AQY
A
Akl
a8l
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DUIATT

219

84U
1ANIT8

98

TDNUDY

dia
\Jes
97189

ﬁ‘ﬁ 19

AN
TN

62

F
ta-naa-kaan
BANK

~
yaang
BARBECUED

> —
hoong-naam
BATHROOM

h .
haat-saai
BEACH
A,
suai
BEAUTIFUL
~
hoong-noon
BEDROOM
P
nua
BEEF
bia
BEER
~ A
kaang-lang
BEHIND
S W
dii tii-sut
BEST
.o | B
dii guaa
BETTER

-~ -
ra—waang
BETWEEN

e,
yal
BIG
-
sii dam
BLACK
et
sli naam-ngan
BLUE

raa
BOAT

~
dtom
BOILED

e
nang-suu

BOOK
| .
bua
BORED

| 5
kuat
BOTTLE

> ~
kaang-laang
AT THE BOTTOM

chaam
BOWL

< -~
aa-haan chaao
BREAKFAST

R .
pii-chaai
OLDER BROTHER
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Ueyne
JaLA
T

1a

SOUUR

)
LA
N3N
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r~ .
ndong-chaai
YOUNGER BROTHER

-~
rot-mee
BUS

jai-yen
CALM
N,
daai
CAN, GET
N, A
daai-mai
CAN YOU...?

P
rot-yon
CAR

jap

CATCH

dek

CHILD
.
prik
CHILI
| .
tuuk
CHEAP
| S
gai
CHICKEN
jiin
CHINESE

oA

(T4

1

>
s E
iy
=
s
[~
-

|~
o
Nt
W
A Mt
\ Pl
\ P
_’ -,
e

5

SR

- L
sa-aat
CLEAN

-
naa-li-gaa
CLOCK

bpit

CLOSED, OFF
SN
sta-paa
CLOTHES

—
meek
CLOUD

gaa-fee
COFFEE

7
naao
COLD

<

Sl
COLOR

- N
bpra-teet
COUNTRY

muang
COUNTRY

bpuu
CRAB

~
tuay
cup
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LN
516
LAY
AN
U
2908
Tfzvineu
217581
N9
nisn
LA
1pH

66

geeng

CURRY

| S,
dtat
CUT

~
dteen
DANCE

N,
luuk-sao
DAUGHTER

wan
DAY
- L,
a-1ro1
DELICIOUS

-
dto-tam-ngaan
DESK

-~
aa-haan yen
DINNER

taang
DIRECTION, WAY

sok-ga-bprok

DIRTY

kaoi
DONE IT

o
bpra-dtuu
DOOR

I

long

DOWN

~
waat
DRAW [A PICTURE]

duam
DRINK
| I
kap
DRIVE
A
kaai-yaa
DRUG STORE
~
heeng
DRY
o bpet
= DUCKS [ON A POND]
.
7 L.‘ taan
- -Fp’ EAT [FORMAL]
)
F fﬂ gm
. ‘F— EAT
',./:/?_ : ki
&, EGG

—_ SN
sa-taan-tuut
EMBASSY

~ —
waang-bplao
EMPTY

=

2188
W7
Bif3
MU

=

1y
AEUA
M9Lan
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DINE
N19L7
ABULEY
NN
AULAU
N1908n
LN
8
ATAUAS?
DU

N
1Jan

Aowed
ang-grit
ENGLISH

~
taang-kaao
ENTRANCE

dtoon-yen
EVENING
F
tuk
EVERY

- N
dtaun-dten
EXCITED

o
taang-dok
EXIT

peeng

EXPENSIVE

dtaa
EYE

~
krodp-krua
FAMILY
~
uan
FAT
~
pod
FATHER

bplaa

FISH

7 )

J

S

~—
b

Jf

i

) A\

AN ANANANA NP
Ay

202

i

[N

|
4
|

]
2
|

S
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f
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b
d

AV AW
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N

r—- ~
chan-haa
FIFTH FLOOR

| . .
dook-mai
FLOWER

F
taao
FOOT

~
som
FORK

S W
kaao-pat
FRIED RICE

N
toot
DEEP FRIED
e
pat
STIR FRIED

~
paan
FRIEND

- —~.
pon-la-maai
FRUIT

dtem
FULL

N
geeo
GLASS

bpai

GO

Fu’
aonli
1
o

%4 v/

NaA
AR
Wiau
Jabsl
LAY
W72
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Taiian
nyalil
A
LN
Bl
AN
2i19
15
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PR
bpai-tiao
GO OUT

dtrong-bpai
GO STRAIGHT
dii
GOOD
| S
geeng
GOOD AT
a
sii kiao
GREEN
2
sii tao
GREY

~
yaang
GRILLED

| .
fa-rang
GUAVA

mug
HAND

|
kuaam-stuk
HAPPINESS
-
hua
HEAD

A
suung
HIGH, TALL

i

Q!

3
h

s
f \
e
3 b\, 1
=N\ Bl N
;
- |
o -
o .
A 2 i
)
- . ) « k)
»
\
S
\
- -
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oi.\
*J

B

W

ol b -

- — :‘_.ﬁ

LU

~
baan
HOME

roong-pa-yaa-baan
HOSPITAL

—
roon
HOT

roong-reem
HOTEL

\
chua-moong
HOUR
N b,
tao-rai
HOW MUCH
e
Jep
HURT, PAIN

T
saa-mii
HUSBAND

— A
naam-keng
ICE

nai
IN

\ .
kaang-nai
INSIDE

-
itk sdong wan
IN 2 DAYS

11
Tseang1u1a
SpU
Ts9usy
Flag
winle
@
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ety
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A%
316
AN
e
aanly
gf
ez
Jid
W
LN
‘ﬁﬂ 2 guj
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o ~
kaangnaa
DR

krua

NITEHE

~
miit
KNIFE

-
e
LANGUAGE

A~
hua-rs

EAEGH

N )
55k-bpai
REGVE

-
saal
LEFT

p—
HaRgeaal
A
kaa
LEG
fang
SRR
F
lek
SREEE
.
pak-yuu
FEAYAT

~ g e?
hong-nang-leen
LIVING ROOM

yado
LONG

feen
.

|
dtam
Low

PR
aa-haan tiang
EHNCH

hit-dta ;
nit-dta-ya-saan
HECAEINE

-~
i itk
MANGO

~
maak
MANY

ik
laal-krang
ol

RN
peen-til
MAP

-
dta-laat
MARKET

N )
puu-chaai
MAN
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SR
U
LADU

NIZAUNS
11NN

ABULEN

b3
1Jan
NV
Teaiils
WA ln

Tl

74

N
tiang-kuatn
MIDNIGHT

naa-tii
MINUTE [TIME]

daan
MONTH

m~
pra-jan
MOON
S
maak-guaa
MORE

-
dtoon-chaao
MORNING

~
mee

MOTHER

bpaak

MOUTH

-~ -
pong-chuu-rot
MSG

7
r oong~nang
MOVIE THEATER

{ g’ B
nek-tai
NECKTIE

e,
mal
NEW

E N
nang-ste-pim
NEWSPAPER

e o
dtit-gap
NEXT TO

bpit
OFF

| S
gao
OLD [THING]

| B
gee
OLD [PERSON]

)
bpaat
ON, OPEN

] A
krang-diao
ONE TIME

e
rag

OR

)
sSom
ORANGES
< N
S11 som
ORANGE COLOR

= N
naam-som
ORANGE JUICE

P
tam-ma-daa
ORDINARY

DIIUMN

75



)1

Gar

jon

{
2
=

\”t] q u 2 ﬂ kﬁng—n;:')k
OUTSIDE

g ) POOR
I: 2§ ua n#a muu i gJ
OVER, ABOVE 4 PORK Y

bprai-sa-nii Ij_] 931 tﬁ Ei

POST OFFICE

gt nel

PRESS (BUTTON)

HiThIT

'S

ADASD jaat-Fot
PARK CAR

bﬁiak-gaa
1Jannn ek g
F—% P
ﬂ u g din-s2

7AW AV WV W 7in7a

fl"i

raa-kaa

S
o)
-
D
-

-
a\
-
A\
PENCIL S E-.T/; PRICE _
kon = dung
ﬂ u PEOPLE : !_E" PULL ﬂ Q
Y N=
= — 4 2N al 1
@ chin-la e sii muang =3
B Ul PER PIECE A F; PURPLE 3 N
U1lesn S . Pk JAan
PINEAPPLE A\ g:‘ PUSH
= & chom-puu ' : -FH:/‘ sai ‘L !
| OIU u w‘l PINK : ,';/-/ q PUT b
) "' u ﬁ Sa-taan-t; S 6’:‘ "l mai
| PLACE, SITE - ; ~ QUESTION WORD
A\
r~ ~ o
iaan ' wit-ta-yu
AU Juan X e me
1

7

(R

fon-diok |
s U

LU eén

PLAY

\

Wl

i

WV

\




LQ ’] 3 Mhzrg;i. o glaa l:ﬂ a a
51U . roong fian Tsai5u

IRRLERN
L BLBA

—. N
bodi-krang
SEVERAL TIMES

, S11 AEEN
LAY deeng

X161 dtt\iu—yen ) L

@ LE" u REFRIGERATOR “ r. suz;;clma ot
= QR réan-aa-haan ' F a0 >
IMUDIVNT e £ RolE o 599N

Xy

dtis 1618

SHORT [HEIGHT]

Ry
M N

o kai
] 0]
i ’] ’3 RICE
ruay
sq Ej RICH

al s
)| kii

Q/

\ ’
san o u
b\

SHORT [LENGTH]

D ety

-4
U/

NINNNTI8UY

R

gaang—geeng-kzﬁ-s;n

¢

RIDE [BICYCLE] 9 SHORTS
: ¥
11 £ : s néem 210UN
RIGHT L SHOWER

N9
Talapne
SD9NaY

-
taang-kuaa
RIGHT SIDE

MRS

K

= a = =

NN
PN wi
A3 .

78

S~ .
mai sabaai
SICK

i

=
roong-pleeng
SING

79




&y ng> N2 A
NS S A o glua bNae
1 A= - -3 . P
AU {3 o Tsu38u
£

-

b%i-kring DAY

SEVERAL TIMES

= s’ﬁ deen
bb#IN ceeng

&3
.

1‘ i
A

SN
Y @ ~ 3 r..i Qs o
dtuu-yen - N S o
%] Lﬂu REFRIGERATOR \ ij saaSH(l:Il:Ta > l: ) g Ldﬁ ﬂ
5 /I
%’r] u ar] QR I] s rian-aa-haan A f,-/; roong-t(% n
" RESTAURANT aLm SHOES ﬁﬂﬁ LVI']
& o4
N

dtia =
SHORT [HEIGHT] Lﬂ Ej
-4

)| kE?F':IO
. ’]’3 RICE

1

-}-‘\

r uay | (il s\an QJ
sra Ej RICH ) E4 ‘ SHORT [LENGTH] 3 iu
al o & 7 Q/
) Kii N~ -geeng-kaa-sal TPP(
RIDE [BICYCLE] F“ S gse:orllz%s e ﬂ']q Lﬂq ‘ '] ( u
] kifaa A ¥ -naa o
ol _ gj g DUUN
A ~art
6 taang-kuaa N un -4
cn'lq ' ’aq RIGHT SIDE ,E;‘ SgHRII\%P flq
Al SN :;w? N, . I ]
win 4 mai sabaai
qq RUNg I.WF_;‘ SICK 31 ) 1]'1 Ej
L %’ 1 sao “" rdong-pleeng -4
' SAD N SING ﬁﬁﬂ LW aﬂ

78 79




=).

&7
£96172
oY
nzluss
salnnn
Lan
94N
AN
138
W
i)
A

e

80

e
pi-sao
OLDER SISTER

- P
nodong-sao
YOUNGER SISTER

nason
SLEEP

e
gra-bproong
SKIRT

~ .« o™
rot-fai-faa
SKYTRAIN
"
lek
SMALL

o =
tung-tao
SOCKS

~ )
luuk-~chaai
SON

~
bpriao
SOUR

~
puut
SPEAK

F
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SPOON

daao
STAR [IN THE SKY]
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SUN
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SUNNY

A
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SWEET
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SWIM
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kruu
TEACHER

L—
too-ra-sap
TELEPHONE

& .
aa-haan tai
THAI FOOD
~
nan
THAT (NEAR)

~
noon
THAT (FAR)

-
poom
THIN
™
nii
THIS

yoon
THROW

-
dtua
TICKET

wee-laa
TIME OF DAY
| Wy
nsai
TIRED

bpi?ig

TOASTED
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TODAY
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prung-nil
TOMORROW

~
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TOP

~
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-~ =
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TRUCK

o el
liao
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- ~
soong-krang
TWICE
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doon
WALK

|
yaak
WANT
F
sak
WASH CLOTHES

—~
naam
WATER

deeng-moo
WATERMELON

duu
WATCH / SEE

| W
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WEAR, PUT IN

~
aa-tit
WEEK

b'ﬁak

WET
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WHEN

. A
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X
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GO WHERE?

O
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WHERE IS IT?

S A
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WIFE

-
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N -
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WINDOW
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N A
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tam-ngaan
WORK

A
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YESTERDAY
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Cooking Methods Ingredients

Combine the cooking methods with some ingredients
and you'll have the names of many Thai dishes.
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Thai Towns
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Jarin PAGE 98

NAa83INNIYU

Mittrapap PAGE 99
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Flash Cards Afterword

hese flash cards use the same system as this book and
are available at www.readthai.com They include much
of the information you'll need to begin reading Thai.

On writing this book
While learning to read Thai, I created many many charts to
help me learn. I kept the useful ones and kept making them
better. This book combines those charts and explains how
to use them. I've attempted to keep the material as simple
and as complete as possible.

Learn the color of the consonants. They
ﬂ d can be red, gold, or black. You'll need to
doo know the color to find the tone.  pAGE 46

Lﬁﬂ dek :l :glus is th; nanll)e llllsed when spelling - Acknowledgements
CHILD I ST
SRELSES HEDED: PAGE 94 (S Many people helped with this book. I'll mention only three.
final sound -t The initial sound and final sound are | Barry Natusch, whose expertise and advice showed me thls
STOP often different. A sounds like d- when ! book was on the right track. Elizabeth Olmsted, whose pithy
it's initial, and ~¢ when it's final. paGe 43 -'.;‘ observations helped the book appeal to a wider audience.
|t And Pannapa Permpoon, whose knowledge of all things
Consonant Card Does the final STOP or CONTINUE ? ; “-4' Thai kept the information accurate, while her unwavering
This helps determine tone. PAGE 45 - encouragement pushed me to finish.
<,
=
Vowels can be long or short PAGE 36 gt Two good dictionaries and a great children’s book
Long vowels are romanized :'-<" Thai-English Dictionary, Domnern-Sathienpong, Amarin
o with a double letter: aa :J' Printing and Publishing, Thailand, 1999
C ar ~i Short v.ct>l\;vels..slrel rcl)mamzed : Thai-English English-Thai Dictionary, Benjawan Poomsan
— WElASiglelcic: @ i Becker, Paiboon Publishing, Thailand, 2002
ways jina -~ . - . . .
d Long final vowels CONTINUE :_ 3 Ten Little Ants, Chewan Wisasa, Amarin Printing and
Short final vowels STOP PAGE 45 : Publishing, Thailand, 1998
Vowel Card >
Vowels that are always medial = -
or always final help you find . = ' g %
the syllable borders. PAGES 38 & 54 h o IRy A
=,
|
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Thai Consonants
IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER
n 4, A, d
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Thai Consonants
ORGANIZED BY SHAPE

dt The more common consonants
are toward the middle.
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begin with a small loop
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like this | like this )
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Thai Consonants
IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER
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The Thai Alphabet was designed over 700 years ago. The

design was based on writing systems that evolved from

scripts out of South India. The wodern alphabet has 42
consonants, four tone marks, and many vowels,
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‘Your Fast Fun Guide
to Reading Thai -

.
T his book explains the elegant .
Thai writing system by using -y
large letters, color, many fonts, and -
easy to read tone marks and charts. (s
—
4
7“ mai “My! My! You look fabulous.” e
NOT
7“ 33%51’101\: “Are you sure you want to e
WORD drive my car?” '
7' UN i “You want to eat my HAT?!” .-
NEW Sy

Includes 300 word dictionary B

Plus numbers, colors, months, days, food...

'~ Ly | O/ O} }
| £ ,; ,1‘ ¢ [.', ¥ | ey ; f;...; i . / ¢
§ &4 J & | !
! § P | O f I 0

O
T
-~ M
N
s
—
—~—
-~
o
Sy
-

The use of color to simplify the B T8 T8za 01

urona [l

9%7897497823941

"Easy to understand.”




